NEWSLETTER
SOUTH AFRICAN SHERIFF SOCIETY
DECEMBER 2018
Dear SASS member,
The year has come to an end!! Hooray!! What a remarkable year! Thank you for your loyalty
to SASS!!
The holiday period is now upon us and we wish you and your staff a happy festive season
and hope you enjoy a well-deserved break.
Before we bid one another Christmas bye-byes, herewith a report of SASS activities for
the last quarter of 2018:
1. Fidelity Fund Certificates and sheriff insurance
We trust that all members managed to renew their Professional Indemnity and third party insurance
by now to have Fidelity Fund Certificates issued in time for 2019. As indicated in our email
correspondence to members in November, the challenges and shortcomings with the STP third party
policy have been addressed with the Board and we trust the necessary will be done to update the
policy. We also addressed the subsidization of premiums, to which we were successful in getting
the Board to assist the smaller offices once again this year.
We urge members to please insist on receiving a policy document from your insurer and further read
and understand your rights and obligations therein, so that when you have a claim you are properly
protected.

2. Guidelines – sales in execution of immovable property and the “Reserve Price”
SASS management received numerous enquiries from members on sales in execution that are
subjected to a reserve price. In order to provide guidance to members, management organized a
workshop on the 6th December 2018 and all issues were discussed and debated.
The guidelines in this regard will follow on a separate newsletter. “This is a not-to-miss document”

3. Government Gazette 42064
This Gazette contains various amendments to the Magistrates Court Rules that members must take
note of. It is hereby enclosed for ease of reference.

The most important points are:
Rule 34: Magistrate’s Court Rules: This rule was amended to include that taxation of the sheriff’s
accounts will be done by the courts where the Warrant was issued.
Having heard the views of members in this regard, SASS addressed a letter to the Rules Board to
object to this amendment and pointed out that the Rule as it is in its current form is ultra vires. We
are particularly concerned that the delay and non-payment of sheriffs’ accounts will escalate.
Item 28 of the Magistrate’s Court Tariffs: This was amended to include the writing of a facsimile
or electronic mail and to increase the fee from R10, 00 to R17, 50.
Item 29 of the Magistrate’s Court Tariffs: This was amended and now provides for one fee of
R16.00 for each necessary attendance by telephone.
Item 30 of the Magistrate’s Court Tariffs: This was amended to include the sending of an
electronic mail to that of a facsimile for the fee of R5, 50. The provision for fees for electronic mail is
welcomed.
The same fees are introduced for the High Court under Uniform Rule 68.
The rules published in this Government Gazette will come into operation on 10 January 2019.

4. The Rules Board report
A report was received from the SABFS where Thaka Seboka, SASS Vice President and
representative for the sheriff profession on the Rules Board, reported on the following matters:
I.
Thaka now has full representative status on the Rules Board as from 2018.
II.

The Rules Board is monitoring the effect of the recent amendments to Rule 46 and has
ruled that the amendment of Rule 46 does not have retrospective effect; it is for the debtor
to escalate the matter. Judgments and progress in litigation matters on Rule 46 are also
being monitored.

III.

The report covers the proposed amendments to Rules 38, 39, 41 and 42 which is now up for
comment by the profession.

iv.

Matters of the Small Claims Court that is currently under consideration is the monetary
jurisdiction, accommodation of juristic persons and the crafting of Execution Rules.

v.

The Rules Board is also considering the amendment of various fees.

5. Repossession of vehicles for banks
Tracing agents:
We want to inform members of SASS that it has come to our attention that Tracing Agents of banks
sometimes engage deputies to fast-track removal of vehicles and by so doing bypassing the office of
the sheriff. This is especially found in urban areas where vehicles move through different
jurisdictions. Whilst we encourage members to assist banks to recover their assets, at the same time
sheriffs must be careful not to involve themselves in acts of corruption and underhand dealings
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between the tracers and our deputies; it can result in unlawful conduct and you as sheriff can lose
out on fees.
A parallel process is recommended, where the electronic warrant is sent to the deputy as well as the
office simultaneously. This will ensure that the warrant is accompanied by written instructions of the
attorney.
Procedure followed by Absa bank:
It also came to our attention that Absa sends the Warrant of Delivery to the sheriff for service at the
domicilium address. 99% of the time, the defendant is no longer domiciled or resident at the
address. After service at such an address, the vehicle is then removed by the tracer wherever it is
found and the sheriff is not involved with removal of the vehicle.
Members are requested to send examples of such warrants and such instructions, or examples of
any other incidents where a Warrant of Delivery is used by banks and their agents to repossess
vehicles and the sheriff is bypassed.

6. Meetings conducted and attended
3 August 2018: National management meeting
The newly elected SASS provincial management gathered at City Lodge at OR Tambo and
discussed various matters of interest. Planning for the upcoming 2 year period was initiated and
provinces had the opportunity to report on matters of interest and those affecting their various
provinces.
20 September 2018: Consultative Forum of the SABFS
Various matters were raised. This included: Amendment to Section 14(7), sheriff insurance (PI and
3rd party), levies, funding of sheriff organizations, compliance to legal obligations and early
notification of non-issue of fidelity fund certificates, SABFS branding, tariff and travelling allowance
increases, taxation of sheriff fees and VAT on cash basis.
The Board responded to the compliance to legal obligations matters, raised by SASS, which
response will be channeled to members via provinces.
31 October to 2 November 2018: International Conference on access to justice and legal costs
This conference was organized by the South African Law Reform Commission and was attended by
Thaka on behalf of SASS. It addressed a number of issues ranging from legal costs and fees in
South Africa; whether access to justice is dependent on one’s ability to afford legal fees; and
Transformation.
The international perspective addressed a comparative study on Kenya, Uganda United Kingdom
and Germany. The conference also addressed Socio-Economic factors impeding access to justice
including Environmental Justice; the role of the Public Protector in providing access to administrative
justice and transformative costing.
The third day of the conference addressed Contingency fees and Absence of Mandatory Fee
Agreements; non-litigious legal costs and various categories of Legal Services; State Legal services
and pro bono and community legal services.
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Small Claims Courts
Legislation relating to the Small Claims Courts is in the process of being reviewed. The review
process is addressing issues like the establishment of the National Forum for Commissioners for
small claims courts. There is also a consideration to review the jurisdictional limit of the small claims
courts from R15 000, 00 to between R25 000, 00 and R50 000, 00.
The Rules Board committee dealing with small claims courts is also of the view that Juristic Persons
should be accommodated in the small claims courts. Fees and travelling expenses of sheriffs are
also being looked at in order to reach an equitable rate.
5 December 2018: A special SASS EXCO meeting was held on this day.
6 December 2018: A SASS workshop on attachment and sales in execution was held on this date.
Banking Forum: The Forum has had 2 meetings in this period where mainly the tariff structure was
discussed. Members who need further clarity on the fee structure should contact any member of
EXCO for assistance.

7. Provincial Management, Meetings & AGM 2019
We thank all those provincial leaders who were able to conduct their provincial meetings and attend
to provincial matters.
All provinces now have WhatsApp groups, please ensure that you participate on the group, valuable
information is shared. Contact provincial management for further information.
The National Management has resolved that Provincial meetings will be called early in 2019; Dates
and invitations will be circulated soon.
We urge all Provinces to set their first quarter meeting with members before the end of March
2019,so that we can start to prepare for our National AGM in Mpumalanga in May / June 2019.
Members of National EXCO would like to attend your meetings, so please forward confirmation of
your dates as soon as possible, so that we can plan according

8. SASS calendars
Calendars were posted to all members on 6 December 2018.
Valuable information appear on the calendars, such as SASS management, contact details, SASS
website, SASS banking details, school holidays etc. members are encouraged to hang these
calendars in their offices.

This report will be published on the SASS website www.sassoc.co.za
Best regards
Petro Roodt
President
South African Sheriff Society
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